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	Project Title
	How can Neurodivergent students in Fashion Contour see their condition as empowering?
	

	Invitation
	As a neurodivergent Fashion Contour student, you are invited to share your experience with Carlotta and other students like yourself, in order to find empowering catalysts to share and promote, and pitfalls to avoid. This research is focused on the student’s experience but may also include the university actions that support it.
The sharing will take place in the form of a questionnaire, one-to-one interviews and a workshop with the other participants. You can take part in all or some of the activities and you can control how much of your contribution is shared.
Consent for parts, or all, of the project can be withdrawn at any time.
	

	Researcher Details
	Carlotta Ghigi is a lecturer on the Fashion Contour BA course at LCF. She can be reached at c.ghigi@fashion.arts.ac.uk
The supervisor for this action research project is Kwame Baah k.f.baah@arts.ac.uk 

	

	General Purpose
	The purpose for the project is the completion of the Action Research Project unit, part of the PgCert Academic Practice in Art, Design and Communication course that Carlotta is currently undertaking.
Action research expects collaboration towards a common goal of improvement, through a cyclical process of observation, reflection and action. Thus, the project is focused on the students sharing and discussing their experiences and can result into plans for students’ actions, faculty actions, or both. 
The overall purpose is to improve neurodivergent students’ experiences and outcomes in a discipline that has a high occurrence of neurodiversity.

	

	Study Aims
	The research and its outcome will be shared with the PgCert teaching team and course peers in a presentation. It may also be included in further submissions or publications, with the consent of students involved.

	

	Participant Activities
	1. Questionnaire. This is anonymous and linked to an avatar name. The student has the option of disclosing their identity to Carlotta, in order to facilitate the one-to-one interview activity
2. One-to-one interviews to take place following the questionnaire, during the winter break, depending on students’ availability.
3. A workshop to discuss together shared experiences and triggers, and formulate a plan of action.


	

	Voluntary Participation
	All activities are optional and consent for one or all can be withdrawn at any time, for any reason, without prejudice or negative impact on their relationship with the institution. Furthermore, the inclusion of students’ input into the presentation and publications will be anonymous and consent can be withdrawn at any time before publication/presentation.
Any changes in consent need to be communicated to Carlotta c.ghigi@fashion.arts.ac.uk  In the case of the questionnaire, the Avatar name needs to be disclosed in order to identify the content to be amended/deleted.
	

	Confidentiality & Data Handling
	All data collected during the project will be password protected, and accessible only to Carlotta and the Action Research Project unit teaching team.
Answers to the questionnaire will be anonymous and recorded against an Alias/Avatar name. When the real identity behind the Alias is disclosed, this will be recorded separately and password protected.
Interview recording will be authorised at the beginning of every session and only used for note taking purposes.
An eventual recording of the workshop will be authorised on the day and only used for note taking purposes.
The data collected will be used to support the Action Research Project presentation and any eventual publication of the results.
	

	Risks and Benefits
	Benefits from participating to the project can vary from fostering a tighter sense of community with other neurodivergent students on the course, to receiving positive reinforcement and actively contributing to empowering experiences for all students.
Risks may include an overwhelming feeling caused by discussing personal matters. It is recommended that students make a judgment call on whether participating is healthy for them, and seek support if they are negatively affected.
Risks do not include adverse effects on the relationship with the tutor(s) and the University.
Participants will dedicate a predicted total of 4 hours between responding to the questionnaire, participating to interviews and workshop, depending on how many activities they participate to.
	

	Outcome Dissemination
	The end of the ARP unit is planned for January, however it is possible for the project to continue past this date to enact any planned action, or in case of referral.
On request, participants can review the resulting presentation after completion of the unit.
	

	Further Information
	Please contact Carlotta c.ghigi@fashion.arts.ac.uk with further questions or concerns.
	

	Consent Form
	Consent forms will require signing at the time of each activity.
For the questionnaire, the consent questions are included in the form. For other activities, forms will be emailed to the participant in advance of the event and collected on the day.
	



